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Recycling Competition Briefing Document

	Overall Objective
	Create a print or video communication to increase awareness of the correct recycling behaviour on campus to improve LJMU’s recycling rate.


	Why are we doing this?

	We have a target of achieving 70% recycling rate by 2031 on our campus and over the next few years will be making a number of improvements around the estate to help us achieve this. 

In 2024 the Environmental Sustainability and Energy Team conducted a waste audit of 100 of our bins. We found that there was a lot of contamination of our waste. This means that a lot of recyclable items were being put in general wase, and a lot of general waste items were being put in to recycling bins. There were a lot of items which we saw were repeatedly being put in the incorrect bins, these common items are listed below.

Therefore, as well as making improvements around the estate, we also need to educate to our community on what can and can’t be put into the different bins. This is different in different places across the UK which means it can be confusing, so we want to make sure everyone knows how to recycle correctly at LJMU and we’d love for our students to help us do this in a fun and creative way!

Competition winners will receive a prize and the winning submissions (depending on the format) will also be shown on digital screens around campus, printed and placed next to bins, shown on our webpages, or shown on LJMU social media.

Your communications don’t need to outline all of the items which can or can’t go in recycling/ general waste, but naming a few would be good and the audience should be directed towards the LJMU Climate Action Resources and Waste webpage.

	Target Audience
	Staff and students


	Channels / Format
	This could take a number of different formats:
· Video advert (no longer than 2 minutes), example: https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/resources/recycle-week-2023
· Poster
· Social media reel


	Key items listed in their correct bin
	Recycling bins:
· Empty Drinks cans
· Empty Water bottles
· Clean empty plastic food containers (e.g. for pasta salad) 
· Card and paper



	
	General Waste bins:
· Coffee cups
· Crisps, sweets, chocolate wrappers
· Food 
· Dirty/ greasy paper or cardboard (e.g. pizza boxes)


	
	Food
We will be implementing food bins across campus this year. The separation of food into these bins or caddies could be the focus of your communication if you wanted, as this a behaviour change for our staff and students.
 

	
	Batteries and vapes
Should go in specific batteries and vape bins usually located in the foyers of buildings.


	
	Coffee, water and any other leftover drinks
Should go in drinks pods on the side of bins or down the drain.


	Group sizes
	· For any video submissions, group size is up to 4 people.
· Posters or print submissions should be individual.


	Prize
	1st prize: £100 voucher for each individual involved.
2nd prize: £25 voucher for each individual involved.
3rd prize: £10 voucher for each individual involved.

All participants will receive either a reusable Climate Action water bottle, coffee cup or tote bag, they can choose which they’d prefer.


	Judging
	Judging will take place on the week commencing 17th February 2024.

The three judges will include:
· Stuart Arrowsmith, Corporate Communications Manager
· Brenin Firsht, JMSU Student President
· Jennifer Stokoe, Environmental Sustainability Coordinator

Winners will be announced on the week commencing 24th February. 

	Competition Closing Date
	14.02.24



	How to enter
	Please email your submission to sustainability@ljmu.ac.uk


	Additional/ Supporting information
	LJMU Climate Action Resources and Waste webpage.
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